Recognizing Jesus in the Old Testament
The Promise to Abraham

Points to Consider
1. The Promise Made
2. The Promise Confirmed
3. The Promise Initiated

The Promise Made

Gen 11:27-32 This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran
begot Lot. 28 And Haran died before his father Terah in his native land, in Ur of the
Chaldeans. 29 Then Abram and Nahor took wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and
the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and the father
of Iscah. 30 But Sarai was barren; she had no child. 31 And Terah took his son Abram and
his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram's wife, and
they went out with them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan; and they
came to Haran and dwelt there. 32 So the days of Terah were two hundred and five years,
and Terah died in Haran.

Terah had three sons: , Nahor, and Haran.
Haran had a son named and Haran died before his father.
was responsible for taking Abram, Lot, and Sarai from Ur to Haran.

Josh 24:1-5 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and called for the
elders of Israel, for their heads, for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented
themselves before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the Lord God of
Israel: 'Your fathers, including Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, dwelt
on the other side of the River in old times; and they served other gods. 3 Then | took your
father Abraham from the other side of the River, led him throughout all the land of Canaan,
and multiplied his descendants and gave him Isaac. 4 To Isaac | gave Jacob and Esau. To
Esau | gave the mountains of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children went down to
Egypt. 5 Also | sent Moses and Aaron, and | plagued Egypt, according to what | did among
them. Afterward | brought you out.

It is important to understand that was an idol worshipper. Note, the
text does not say that Abraham was an idol worshipper.

Gen 12:1-3 Now the Lord had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, from your family and
from your father's house, to a land that | will show you. 2 | will make you a great nation; | will
bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. 3 | will bless those who
bless you, and | will curse him who curses you,; and in you all the families of the earth shall
be blessed."

While in Haran the Lord appeared to Abram and told him to to the land




of Canaan.

In essence it was through the great nation promise that the promise to bless
nations would come.

We know that seed promise to be Jesus

What started out as a curse on Satan became a promise to Abraham and a
to us.

Gen 12:7-9 Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, "To your descendants | will give
this land." And there he built an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 And he moved
from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west
and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord. 9
So Abram journeyed, going on still toward the South.

As Abraham traveled the land, God reassured him that all the land he saw would belong to
his

The Promise Confirmed

Gen 13:14-18 And the Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: "Lift your eyes
now and look from the place where you are — northward, southward, eastward, and
westward; 15 for all the land which you see | give to you and your descendants forever. 16
And | will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the
dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be numbered. 17 Arise, walk in the land
through its length and its width, for I give it to you."

After Abraham and Lot separated God appeared to him again confirming His promise to
give him a large and a fertile land.

Gen 15:1-6 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do
not be afraid, Abram. | am your shield, your exceedingly great reward." 2 But Abram said,
“Lord God, what will You give me, seeing | go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer
of Damascus?" 3 Then Abram said, "Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born
in my house is my heir!" 4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, "This one
shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir." 5 Then
He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are
able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 6 And he
believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

After Abraham saved Lot, God appeared to him again telling him that Eliezer is not his heir
and that the heir God would fulfill the promise through would be Abraham’s

son.
This time God took Abraham outside and told him his descendants would be like the stars
of heaven. They would be number.

Gen 17:5-8 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham;
for | have made you a father of many nations. 6 | will make you exceedingly fruitful;, and I will
make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 And | will establish My covenant



between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you. 8 Also | give to you and your
descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an
everlasting possession; and | will be their God."

God confirms His covenant again with Abraham. This time He gives a
of the covenant.

The sign of the covenant is
God also blesses Sarah and tells Abraham that the nation and seed promise would be
fulfilled through

Gen 18:10-15 And He said, "I will certainly return to you according to the time of life, and
behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son." (Sarah was listening in the tent door which was
behind him.) 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had
passed the age of childbearing. 12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, "After |
have grown old, shall | have pleasure, my lord being old also?" And the Lord said to
Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, saying, 'Shall | surely bear a child, since | am old?' 14 Is
anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time | will return to you, according to the
time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied it, saying, "l did not laugh,”
for she was afraid. And He said, "No, but you did laugh!"

God appears to Abraham again and that the son of promise would
come through Sarah.
This time Sarah

Gen 26:2-5 Then the Lord appeared to him and said: "Do not go down to Egypt; live in the
land of which | shall tell you. 3 Dwell in this land, and | will be with you and bless you; for to
you and your descendants | give all these lands, and | will perform the oath which | swore to
Abraham your father. 4 And | will make your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven; |
will give to your descendants all these lands; and in your seed all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed; 5 because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My
commandments, My statutes, and My laws."

God gave the same three part promise to Isaac because of Abraham’s

Gen 28:13-15 And behold, the Lord stood above it and said: "I am the Lord God of Abraham
your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie | will give to you and your
descendants. 14 Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread
abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all
the families of the earth shall be blessed. 15 Behold, | am with you and will keep you
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for | will not leave you until | have done
what | have spoken to you."

Jacob gets the same promise; through his seed nations would be
blessed.




The Promise Initiated

Gen 21:1-7 And the Lord visited Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as He
had spoken. 2 For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time
of which God had spoken to him. 3 And Abraham called the name of his son who was born
to him — whom Sarah bore to him — Isaac. 4 Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac
when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Now Abraham was one hundred
years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah said, "God has made me laugh,
and all who hear will laugh with me." 7 She also said, "Who would have said to Abraham that
Sarah would nurse children? For | have borne him a son in his old age."

The first son of promise entered the world to much and fanfare.
Since his parents were well beyond childbearing years his birth brought special blessings.
Isaac enters the world to rich parents.

Think Deeper
1. What can you do to engage in God’s story in a way that brings Him glory?
2. What can you do this week to resist the devil?
3. Sign-up for the porch meetings.
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