The Sermon on the Mount

The Peacemakers and the Persecuted

Points to Consider
1. The Peacemakers
2. The Persecuted
3. The Rewards

The Peacemakers

Heb 13:20-21 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 make you complete
in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

God is a God of

Ezek 33:10-11 Therefore you, O son of man, say to the house of Israel: 'Thus you say, "If our
transgressions and our sins lie upon us, and we pine away in them, how can we then live?"" 11 Say
to them: 'As I live," says the Lord God, 'l have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the
wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O
house of Israel?’

It pains God when peace is from His relationship with people.

Jer 29:11-14 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace
and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to
Me, and I will listen to you. 13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with
all your heart. 14 I will be found by you, says the Lord...

God assures us that if we peace with Him and His
terms, that we will have peace.

Num 6:22-27 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 23 "Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying,
'This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them: 24 "The Lord bless you and
keep you; 25 The Lord make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to you, 26 The Lord lift up
His countenance upon you, And give you peace.”"' 27 "So they shall put My name on the children
of Israel, and I will bless them."

The priest blessed the people by soliciting God to give them




Isa 9:6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given, And the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

Jesus is the of Peace.

Why do we need to be peacemakers?

Rom 10:13-15 For "whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 14 How then shall
they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they
have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? NKIJV

We need peacemakers because God still has

Gen 13:6-9 Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, for their
possessions were so great that they could not dwell together. 7 And there was strife between the
herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock. 8 So Abram said to Lot, "Please
let there be no strife between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we
are brethren.

Sometimes peacemakers are needed because is a natural part of life.

Ex 2:11-14 Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to his
brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his
brethren. 12 So he looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian
and hid him in the sand. 13 And when he went out the second day, behold, two Hebrew men were
fighting, and he said to the one who did the wrong, "Why are you striking your companion?" 14
Then he said, "Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as you killed
the Egyptian?"

Sometimes peacemakers are needed because people are

The Persecuted

Matt 5:11-12 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against
you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven,
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

John 15:18-20 [f the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you
were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you, 'A
servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they
kept My word, they will keep yours also.

Jesus spent time His disciples for the persecution that would follow.




Acts 5:40-42 And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten
them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 So they
departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame
for His name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and
preaching Jesus as the Christ.

The apostles were for teaching the gospel. They handled it well.

1 Peter 3:13-17 And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? 14
But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. "And do not be afraid of
their threats, nor be troubled.” 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready
to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and
fear, 16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your
good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for
doing good than for doing evil.

Peter later instructed others on how to persecution.

Peter instructs us to God in our hearts.

Peter instructs us to be able to give a reason for our hope, with and fear.
Peter instructs us to the right things.

Peter instructs us that the suffering must be for sake.

1 Peter 2:21-24 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that you should follow His steps: 22 "Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in
His mouth"; who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not
threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously.

Christ lived His life giving us an how to withstand persecution.
When we are reviled, we are not to revile in return!
We are to realize that we are in hands.

2 Tim 3:10-13 But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch,
at Iconium, at Lystra — what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me.
12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

Everyone who lives godly suffer persecution.

The Rewards

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.




Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Conclusion

Rom 5:1-5 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing
that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character, and character, hope. 5
Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit who was given to us.

Do you have peace with God through Jesus Christ?



